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On 8 January 2004 a Blue Room was formally opened at the Independent Public
Paediatric Teaching Hospital in Biatystok, Poland. This friendly interview room - so called
Blue Room, friendly place meeting children’s needs, situated in the medical service was the
first room of this type to be established in a Polish hospital. The Blue Room is used to hear
children and adolescents who are victims of or witnesses to domestic violence.

The idea of locating the Blue Room at the pediatric hospital in Biatystok originated with Dr
Witold Olanski, a paediatric surgeon who had for many years been involved with the issues of
abused child syndrome and the effects of aggression among children and youths, and First
Lieutenant Roman Doroszkiewicz, the then Head of the Crime Prevention Department of the
Provincial Police Headquarters in Biatystok. Other Blue Rooms had been established in the
region of Biatystok before, but all of those were located at the police stations. The idea was to
have places of that kind established at places where abused paediatric patients are usually
admitted, diagnosed and treated.
The Blue Room consists of two rooms separated with a two-way mirror. One room is for the
people who record the hearing and the other for the interviewing psychologist and the child.
Besides appropriate furnishing, the room is equipped with a set of anatomical dolls necessary
for hearing purposes.
Children are heard at the request of the Prosecutor’s Office or the Family Court. Up to now 55
children and youths have been heard (two children per month on the average). The hearing is
usually attended by representatives of the Prosecutor’s Office and/or the Court. The child is
interviewed by an expert psychologist appointed by the court and experienced in working
with children. The hearing is recorded on a video tape which serves as evidence in the given
case. The idea behind such procedure is to have the child interviewed just once and to avoid
traumatising him or her with subsequent hearings.
Pictures:
1. Picture of Mederi Foundation: no DSC02787
2. General view of the hospital situated in the center of the city- Independent Public
Paediatric Teaching Hospital in Biatystok, Poland: no DSC02664
3. The Blue Room is situated in the Outpatient clinic: this is the registration desk for
paediatric patients: no DSC026558
4. The door of the Blue Room: no DSC02644
5. Blue Room (interview room) for children and expert psychologist: no 2, 3, DSC)2650,
DSC02648
6. Blue room another part for judges, prosecutors, police officers, and expert
psychologists, etc. : no 1, 4, DSC02654, DSC02656
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